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Act increases the basic MGIB benefit for a 3-
year period of service to $650 monthly and the
rate for a 2-year period of service to $528
monthly. These rates represent the single largest
benefit increase in MGIB’s 15-year history and
are similar to the levels of increase the Vice
President and I proposed earlier this year.

This legislation also includes increases for
education allowances for the survivors and de-
pendents of veterans, resulting in a $588 month-
ly benefit for a full-time student. Further, this
Act will protect these survivors’ and dependents’
benefits against inflation by providing annual
cost-of-living adjustments like those adjustments
that already apply to veterans’ education bene-
fits.

Beyond the significant enhancements to edu-
cation assistance, this legislation makes several
important changes to disability compensation
benefits. Among them are provisions that will
extend monthly disability allowances, vocational
training, and health care to women Vietnam vet-
erans’ children who are born with certain med-
ical conditions. These women veterans made
huge sacrifices to protect our freedom, and it
is only just that their children with resulting
medical conditions be compensated. Similar
benefits are currently afforded to such children
who were born with spina bifida, but this Act
will expand benefits beyond that one condition.

This legislation also enhances benefits for Fili-
pino veterans of World War II who currently
receive disability compensation and burial bene-
fits at a rate equal to one-half the rate that
U.S. veterans receive. It reinforces the long-
overdue step taken by the Departments of Vet-
erans Affairs and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, and Independent Agencies Appropriations
Act, 2001, that authorizes the payment of these
benefits at the full rate to Filipino veterans who
have become U.S. citizens or are permanent
residents and reside in the United States. In
addition, this Act extends to these veterans the
eligibility for burial in national cemeteries.

These benefits are just a few examples of
the effects that this comprehensive bill will have
on improving benefits and services for our vet-
erans. On behalf of a grateful Nation, I am
pleased to sign S. 1402. We are indebted to
our veterans for the contributions that they have
made to protect our security and well-being.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

November 1, 2000.

NOTE: S. 1402, approved November 1, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106–419.

Statement on Signing Legislation To Amend the Inspector General Act of
1978
November 1, 2000

Today I am pleased to sign into law S. 1707.
This bill provides that the Inspector General
of the Tennessee Valley Authority is to be ap-
pointed by the President by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate. Current law provides
for the appointment of the Inspector General
by the Authority’s Board of Directors. Under
this legislation, the appointment of the
Authority’s Inspector General would be made
consistent with the appointment of inspectors
general at other large agencies. This is an appro-
priate change.

This bill also authorizes the establishment
within the Department of the Treasury of a
forensic laboratory to provide services to the
Federal Government’s Offices of Inspectors
General. In implementing this legislation, my
Administration will take care both to avoid du-
plication with other, ongoing forensic activities,
and to ensure effective and efficient coordina-
tion and cooperation with existing Federal foren-
sic laboratories, such as those operated by the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Secret
Service, and the Postal Service.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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The White House,
November 1, 2000.

NOTE: S. 1707, approved November 1, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106–422.

Statement on Signing the National Transportation Safety Board
Amendments Act of 2000
November 1, 2000

Today I am pleased to sign into law S. 2412,
the ‘‘National Transportation Safety Board
Amendments Act of 2000.’’ The National Trans-
portation Safety Board (NTSB) is an inde-
pendent agency charged with determining the
probable cause of transportation accidents and
promoting transportation safety. This Act will
enhance transportation safety by authorizing ap-
propriations for the NTSB to investigate acci-
dents, conduct safety studies, evaluate the effec-
tiveness of other transportation accident preven-
tion programs, and coordinate Federal assistance
for families of victims of catastrophic transpor-
tation accidents.

The Act will further advance transportation
safety by prohibiting the disclosure of informa-
tion from cockpit video recorders, or informa-
tion from recorders installed on other modes
of transportation. It also provides the NTSB
with additional tools to carry out its mission,
including strengthening the Board’s financial
management and authorizing the NTSB to enter
into agreements with foreign governments to
provide technical assistance and accident inves-
tigative services. It is my understanding that,
prior to entering into agreements with foreign
governments, the NTSB will consult with me
to avoid any interference with my sole constitu-
tional authority to conduct diplomatic negotia-

tions; and that this provision in no way derogates
from the Case-Zablocki Act (Title 1, Section
112b U.S.C.), which requires prior consultation
with the Secretary of State.

The Act also includes a provision which au-
thorizes the NTSB to establish an overtime pay
schedule which is distinct from the rest of the
Government. I am disappointed that the Con-
gress has chosen not to address overtime reform
in a comprehensive manner, as proposed by my
Administration, to reform overtime pay for all
employees who work long hours in response to
emergency situations. We hope to continue to
work with the Congress to provide a fair and
equitable overtime pay structure for all such
Federal employees. In the meantime, the NTSB
should develop plans to implement the overtime
pay provision in consultation with the Office
of Personnel Management, and the NTSB
should absorb the costs of implementing this
provision within its appropriated levels.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
November 1, 2000.

NOTE: S. 2412, approved November 1, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106–424.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Certification of Major Illicit Drug
Producing and Transit Countries
November 1, 2000

Dear lllll:
In accordance with the provisions of section

490(h) of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961,
as amended (the ‘‘Foreign Assistance Act’’), I
have determined that the following are major
illicit drug producing or major drug-transit coun-

tries: Afghanistan, The Bahamas, Bolivia, Brazil,
Burma, Cambodia, China, Colombia, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti, India, Ja-
maica, Laos, Mexico, Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama,
Paraguay, Peru, Thailand, Venezuela, and Viet-
nam. This year I have removed Hong Kong
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